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prominent House Republican has called for a voluntary
testing and tracing program that could involve paper-

based bills, or'snus' tobacco used in the northern
European countries. House Majority Whip Steve Scalise,

R-La., drew fire from anti-smoking groups and Democrats
this week for his comments. "I'm not in favor of a

national plan of this magnitude, but there are a few
things we could do and one of them is a voluntary

testing and tracing program," Scalise told The Associated
Press on Wednesday. "So, we'll be discussing that with
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the administration." Snus has been on the European
market for decades. It's an inexpensive alternative to

cigarettes, but because it's left the hands of the user, it's
widely rejected. "I don't think that we should force

people to use it," Scalise said. "I just think we should be
doing everything we can to make sure that people quit
and don't become addicted to nicotine. And snus is a

product that's available to them." Scalise was reacting to
comments President Donald Trump made Tuesday that
people who are "just not ready" to quit smoking should

use snus. "You
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