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OTTAWA - Employment in Ontario spiked nearly one per cent last month, perhaps
indicating the province is emerging from the recession. Statistics Canada says total
employment rose by 50,000 jobs in April, but the gains were split between gains of
about 38,000 for Ontario, and about 12,000 for Quebec. The agency says the major
gains in employment were in the public sector, and there were fewer gains in the
private sector. The gains in Ontario were concentrated in government, while
Quebec public sector and Quebec construction and construction support grew the
most. The agency says the gain was not enough to bring Ontario back to its pre-
recession peak of more than nine million jobs. More than a half a million jobs were
lost in Ontario in the recession that began in 2008. The agency says employment is
not expected to return to its pre-recession peak until about mid-2015. Story
continues below advertisement The gain in Ontario in April was followed by a drop
in employment in Quebec. Statistics Canada says that’s not a surprise, since
Quebec’s economy has been weak. WATCH: Bank of Canada raises interest rate for
second time this year 3:41 Bank of Canada raises interest rate for second time this
year Bank of Canada raises interest rate for second time this year The agency says
most of the job losses in the province in April were in wholesale and retail trade.
Many of the jobs were lost in the service sector, which includes sectors such as
information and cultural sectors. The agency says the job losses in the province in
April were mainly in areas with high union density. Story continues below
advertisement Statistics Canada also says about a c6a93da74d
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